NATIONALGEOGRAPHIC.COM/MAGAZINE JULY 2005

HOW FAR
WILL WE GO?

China’s Great Armada 2s Deadly Jellyfish of Australia 54
Mars: The Little Rovers That Could 58 Bitter Days for Chechnya 78
Tapping the Rockies 92 Glen Echo Pops Up 114

112-2005-07-NatGeo-ZhengHe.jpg



113-2005-07-NatGeo-ZhengHe.jpg



Six hundred years ago

China’s Admiral 7

led a mighty f/eet on [/’)6 ﬁr'st
of seven voyages
that reshaped an empire.

By Frank Viviano
Photographs by Michael Yamashita
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the grandest tradi
the world has ever known.
In the early 15th centur,
floating city of hundreds
of ships spread Chinese
influence and gathered
knowledge and wealth f
Indochina to the coa
Africa. With Zheng o

maritime archit China

became a superpower.
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