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Big s Beautiful

Paintings of China fill a broad canvas

Irrcst all the artists whao
|!'.Ii.|'|I T Marioxal Gio-
GRAPHIC work on can-

vases larger than these pages, bt
they've sebdom created paintings
a5 larpe &5 Chinese-borm artist
Hosgnian Zhang’s extraordinary
wenk for the story on the Shang
and other Bronze Age culiures.
Exch of his three paintings mea-
sures cight feet wide and four
feet high, making them perhaps
the biggest created for the maga-
mine since the 19205, Each ook a
manth to paint; Hongnian was
il puhiug the rllfli.ﬁll.illﬂ touches

on them in the Socicty’s photo-
graphic studio (above), just be-
fore transparencies were shot for
reproduction in the magazine,
"t"-'hﬁ" work hil.!?' Ell.'r:llgliilu LS L]
it gives his work more power.
Chris Sloan, the :Ilut,".ﬂ:l'll'lf'!. art
director, says it's difficult for art-
ists to capture detail on a small
canvas, and that reducing a large
painting for publication elimi-
nates brushstrokes and can make
scenes leok more realistic, Chris
liked the big versions too: He
bought the canvases 1o add to the
Society’s permanent collection,
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NO SEX, PLEASE

When illustrations editor Kathy
Moran began to assemble phodos
for this month's article on sexual
sclection, she e-mailed some 250
photographers and photographic
agen<ies around the world, ask-
in,g for their il-.-r[p. But a quarier
af the e-mails bounced back
unread 1o Kat |'|:.'..1|'|.-|j her assis-
tant, Leah Boonthanom. Even-
tueally they learned why: Many
automatic e-mail fil Iqrin.f, Y5
temns read the subject line, ™ Sex-
wal Selection Article,” to mean
that MaTioxar GroaRarHic

was sending them pornography.
“We'd probably have been better
off calling it “The Birds and the
Bees, ™ Kathy says.
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